Early diagnosis of ectopic arginine vasopressin secretion.
We describe a patient who presented with the syndrome of inappropriate antidiuretic hormone secretion (SIADH) 2 months before clinical evidence of bronchogenic malignancy. Because of the potential for the ectopic production of atrial natriuretic peptide (ANP) to mimic SIADH, both hormones were measured in this hyponatremic patient to seek a possible marker of tumor activity. A hypertonic saline infusion at presentation revealed excessive osmotically decoupled secretion of arginine vasopressin but a normal ANP response.